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6th January 2021 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

I hope you and your family are keeping safe and well at this challenging time. 

As you may have seen, the Prime Minister, announced a new national lockdown because of rising infection rates of 
Covid-19 and to try to prevent the further spread of the virus.  

As part of this, all primary schools, secondary schools and colleges in England, including our school, Edward 
Worlledge Ormiston Academy, will only be open to vulnerable children and children of critical workers until at least 
the end of half term in February. 

 

I apologise that this letter contains a substantial amount of information, but I felt you needed as much information 
as possible as there has been a great deal of guidance which we have had to consider and plan for in response to 
the Prime Mister’s announcement as this had changed significantly since the National Lockdown in March 2020. 

 

1. Pupils who can attend school: 

Vulnerable pupils are those who have a social worker, those have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCPs), are 
on the SEND Register or who attended school during the March to June lockdown because they were classed as 
vulnerable. Please check with school if you are unsure about this category. 

Critical workers are defined as those who work in key sectors critical to the coronavirus. For information on those 
listed by the Government as a critical worker please visit: 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-maintaining-educational-
provision/guidance-for-schools-colleges-and-local-authorities-on-maintaining-educational-provision 

Please check with school if you are unsure about this category 

Please email the office to let us know what days your child will be attending the academy, by Friday at 2:00pm for 
the following week. 

School uniform still applies and PE kit on days with PE  

Times of the school day and the timetable are the same as last term. 

For all other pupils, our school is closed until at least the end of the February half-term. High-quality remote 
learning will be provided to make sure they continue to receive a consistent education. We know that this places 
pressure on you at a difficult time but your support in helping your child engage with the remote learning packs as 
much as possible is so important and we are very grateful for it.  

 

2. Pupils who cannot attend school: 

Quality of Education/Remote learning: 

Currently, remote learning will be provided on Seesaw and your child has already received their login details. Please 
contact ict@ewoa.co.uk  if you have any trouble logging in. 

We will be introducing our new remove learning Platform, DB Primary, and begin some live/online teaching next 
week. Teachers will guide your children on how to access this learning. A parent guide in available on our website.  
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By Monday you will have received a letter with all your child’s login details to enable them to access a variety of 
remote learning opportunities. This will include DB Primary (which will be our main remote learning platform) and 
other digital learning environments which will be vital for your child to access their learning remotely. 

Please ensure you and your child read the section below containing the OAT information around remote learning, 
accessing of systems and live lessons. 

We will also send you a revised Curriculum Plan for the Spring Term, which tells you what topic/area your child 
will learning in each subject,  which has changed due to the Lockdown announcement. This replaces the one I sent 
at then end of the Autumn Term. 

On Monday, you will also receive your child’s report from the last half term. Please read the comments carefully as 
it will enable you to support your child as they learn from home. 

We will also send you guidance on how to keep your child safe online. 

The GOV.UK website also has some information about how to apply for extra support around data or internet costs 
https://get-help-with-tech.education.gov.uk/about-increasing-mobile-
data?fbclid=IwAR1Td7nSYuvFkIyKBTl8pIYAii7d8yr88QLBkT6ds5ICJc7QGTm6Y9TocO4 

Pupil welfare: 

Staff will be contacting you and your child at least once a week to check on wellbeing, welfare and the access to 
learning.  This is an opportunity for us to provide any support you need. 

Free School meals 

If you child is entitled to Free School Meals, you will be able to order a pack lunch hamper. These must be ordered 
each week via the academy office – you will need to call by 4:00pm on a Tuesday to place an order for the following 
week. 

The hampers are then delivered to the academy on a Monday and will need to be collected from the office between 
12:00pm and 1:00pm, whilst observing Covid-19 guidelines. 

I would once again like to take this opportunity to thank you wholeheartedly for your understanding and ongoing 
support in helping us to manage this unprecedented situation. Please continue to take care and to stay safe. 

Yours sincerely, 

Ms Sashi Siva 
Interim Principal 
Edward Worlledge Ormiston Academy 
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Remote Learning Guidance (from OAT Remote Learning Policy) 

As you are aware schools are facing an unprecedented challenge following the outbreak of Covid-19 in the UK. 
School have had to adapt quickly and consider how best to provide pupils with educational provisions from the 
safety of their own homes. 

Technology is currently the best method to do this with teachers assigning work and hosting live online lessons 
with pupils via a hosting platform such as Microsoft Teams. These platforms allow use to create virtual classrooms 
and give pupils the ability to learn and ask questions. They also have the functionality for teachers to record lessons, 
so they can be made available to pupils who have missed the session or for pupils to refer to them. The ability to 
record sessions also enhance the safeguarding protection for our pupils. 

The recording functionality means we will be collecting and processing pupil personal data, that has not previously 
been included in our Pupil Privacy Notice (we are currently in the process of updating this to reflect this change). 
Under the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), Article 6 requires us to have a lawful basis for processing 
personal data. Our lawful basis for processing this recorded data for pupils is for the performance of a public task, 
which is to support our pupils learning and to keep them safe. 

Pupils who take part in these live online sessions have the choice to have their camera and microphone switched 
on. Pupils can submit questions via the chat function on this platform and are not required to speak during the 
lesson. This would limit the personal data captured during the recordings. Please be assured that recordings will 
not be made available to other pupils, if the content is not fit for purpose. 

Recordings will not be shared to external third parties unless we have a legal requirement to provide this data 
(Examples are included in our Pupil Privacy Notice, which can be found on the academy website). 

The recordings will be stored for as long as necessary and in accordance with our Record Retention Policy. 

A full list of your rights can be found in the Pupil Privacy Notice. 

If you want to contact us about the above, you can contact our Data Protection Office, Sonia Pressure via email: 
dpo@ormistonacademiestrust.co.uk  
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