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Key 

Vocabulary 

1 The World’s 

weather 

 

World 

Famous 

People 

 

 

 

 Recognise the hottest places on earth  

 Recognise the coldest places on earth 

 Explain how weather patterns change 

throughout the year 

 Recall the seasons 

 Recall the months of the year and what 

season they occur (around the world) 

 Explain the significance of Spring 

 What is the weather like in all four seasons 

 Explain the effect the weather has on human 

activities 

 Identify seasonal and daily patterns across all 

seasons  

Where are the hottest places on earth normally found? 

Where are the coldest places on earth?  

Do weather patterns change throughout the year? 

How many seasons are there in a year?  

Can you name the months of each season?  

When is spring?  

Why do plants and animals look forward to Spring? 

When is summer?  

When is Autumn?  

When is Winter?  

What is the weather like in all four seasons?  

How does the weather affect human activities?  

Connections 

Link to Spring learning 

History unit - World famous people (use of running water?) 

Rainfall     Heat     

Precipitation        

Water vapour  

Seasons   Spring  

Summer   Autumn  

Winter 

 

 

 



2 Tornadoes 

 

World 

Famous 

Inventions 

 

 

 Explain how a tornado is formed 

 Explain how a hurricane is formed 

 Compare hurricanes and tornadoes. 

 Locate and describe Hurricane Alley on a 

world map. 

 Describe why places in the world are more at 

risk of hurricanes or tornadoes. 

 identify areas of high risk on a world map 

 Explain why people choose to settle in certain 

areas 

The Great storm of 1987 

What is a tornado? 

What is a hurricane? 

What are the effects of hurricanes and tornadoes? 

Are there places in the world more at risk of hurricanes? 

Can you identify areas of high risk on a world map?  

Why do people choose to settle in certain areas? 

Connections 

Link to S1 learning 

Link to Year 1 – Weather (Spring) 

History unit - World famous inventions (use of running 

water/electricity) 

Compare inventions that detect wild weather. 

Rainfall    

Evaporation    Heat    

Precipitation    

Water vapour   

Condensation  

Precipitation  

cumulonimbus 

cloud  

 

3 Earthquakes  

 

Ancient 

Egyptians  

extended 

study 

 

 

 Describe what tectonic plates are 

 Can children identify hazards and safety 

precautions that could be put in place during 

an earthquake?  

 Describe the term physical geography 

 describe the term human geography 

 Describe what causes earthquakes 

 Explain why places on earth are more prone 

to earthquakes 

 Locate earthquake zones on a world map 

 Compare the earthquakes recorded in the UK 

with those in Western America 

 Explain why the UK is at very low risk of 

earthquakes 

What are tectonic plates?? 

Can the children describe why ______ has more earthquakes than 

the UK?  

Can children identify hazards and safety precautions that could be 

put in place during an earthquake?  

Can children give a defi nition of physical geography? 

Can children define the term human geography?  

What causes earthquakes? 

Why are some places in the world more prone to earthquakes 

than others?  
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Can you use a map to identify areas that are prone to 

earthquakes?  

Connections 

Link to Autumn unit 

Link to S1 learning 

History unit – Ancient Egyptians. – “Earthquakes were Gods 

hammering.” 

4 Volcanoes  

 

Ancient 

Greeks 

extended 

study 

 

 

 Explain why volcanoes erupt 

 Explain how volcanoes are formed 

 Explain why some places in the world are 

more prone to eruptions than others  

 Describe how volcanic eruptions impact the 

surrounding areas 

 Explain the differences between the three 

main types of volcanoes 

 Describe the environmental features of 

volcanic regions 

 How do people, plants and animals adapt to 

a volcanic environment 

 Compare Pompeii and Herculaneum eruption 

of Vesuvius to 1920’s eruption. 

 Explain why people choose to settle in certain 

volcanic areas 

Where is Santorini? 

Why do volcanoes erupt?  

What is a volcano?  

Why are some places in the world more prone to eruptions than 

others?  

what happens when a volcano erupts?  

How do volcanic eruptions impact the surrounding areas?  

What are the parts of a volcano?  

What are the three main types of volcanoes? 

Why do some people and animals live near volcanoes?  

Are volcanoes hostile?  

How do people, plants and animals adapt to a volcanic 

environment? 

Do children understand the similarities and differences between a 

Earth, concentric 

layers, core, mantle, 

crust, tectonic 

plates, constant 

motion, boundaries, 

magma  seismic, 

seismographs 

Dome, block, 

volcanic, fold, 

mountain, peak, 

snow line, headwall, 

lake/corrie, 

waterfall, rocky 

outcrop, stream, 

pasture, hanging 

valley, rounded 

summits, u-shaped 

valley, river, treeline  



volcanic area and a non-volcanic area?  

Why do people choose to settle in certain areas?  

Connections 

Link to Autumn unit 

Link to S1 learning 

Link to Year 3 unit (earthquakes – tectonic plates) 

History unit – Ancient Greeks. – Comparisons of modern volcanoes 

Glacial, erosion, 

climate change  

mountain, peak, 

vegetation, 

Elevation, height, 

5 Tsunamis  

 

Tudors  

extended 

study 

 

 

 Explain how a tsunami is formed 

 Explain the effects of a tsunami 

 identify areas of high risk on a world map  

 describe the events of the Indonesian 

Tsunami 

 locate and sketch the large tectonic plates on 

a world map  

 Name and describe the three types of plate 

boundaries 

 Explain why people choose to settle in certain 

areas with known risk. 

 Explain why the UK is at very low risk of 

tsunami 

How is a Tsunami caused? 

What are the effects of a tsunami? 

Can you identify areas of high risk on a world map?  

Can you describe the events of the Indonesian Tsunami? 

What links large tectonic plates and countries of the world?  

Can you name the tectonic plates and countries that lie on them?  

What are three types of plate boundaries?  

Why do people choose to settle in certain areas? 

Connections 

Link to Autumn unit (travel) 

Link to S1 learning 

Link to Year 3 unit (earthquakes) 

History unit – The Tudors 

Wastage, 

conservation, 

drought, wateraid 

Earth, concentric 

layers, core, mantle, 
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6 Droughts 

and Floods 

 

WW2  

(1930 – 

1950)  

extended 

study 

 

 

 Describe why the climate and weather vary 

around the world and give examples 

 Explain what happens to all of the water on 

earth 

 Describe the stages of the water cycle 

 Explain how physical geography effects 

drought / flood 

 Explain how human geography effects 

drought / flood  

 Explain what causes a drought. 

 Explain how drought can be a catalyst for 

flooding. 

 Describe the geographical impact of the 1953 

floods (causes / route of surge / why certain 

areas were affected) 

How does climate and weather vary around the world?  

What happens to all of the water on earth? 

What are the stages of the water cycle?  

What are droughts? 

how they are caused?  

Can you identify and name examples of extreme weather?  

Why do these extreme weathers occur? 

What caused the 1953 floods? 

What was the impact of the 1953 floods? 

Connections 

Link to Autumn unit  

Link to S1 learning 

Link to Year 4 unit (Tsunamis) 

History unit – WW2 

Wastage, 

conservation, 

drought, wateraid 
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layers, core, mantle, 

crust, tectonic 

plates, constant 

motion, boundaries, 

magma  seismic, 

seismographs 

treeline  Glacial, 

erosion, climate 

change  Mountain, 

peak, vegetation, 

Elevation, height, 

 

  



 


