
Summer Term 1 

Year 
Group 

Area of study Key Knowledge / People / Events / Dates / Etc Vocab 

1 On Safari 
Switched on Science: Topic 5 

Children go on safari to explore invertebrates and 
other plants and animals in the local area. 
Children will ask simple questions, observe closely, perform 
simple tests and gather and record data. 

Abdomen/antennae/detritivore/food chain/ 
habitat/insect/invertebrate/thorax/vertebrate  

2 Young gardeners 
Switched on Science: Topic 5 

This topic brings together the study of living things and 
habitats. Children observe and describe how seeds and 
bulbs grow and find out and describe how plants need water, 
light and a suitable temperature to grow. This topic has a 
strong focus on outdoor learning. Children will ask simple 
questions, observe closely, perform simple tests and gather 
and record data.  

bulb/corms/germinate/properties/root/stem/ 
tuber/annual/compost/seed/leaf/heathy/stem/ 
materials 

3 How does our garden grow?  
Switched on Science:  Topic 4 

Children learn about the different parts of plants, what plants 
need to live, water transportation in plants and pollination. 
Children will work scientifically by asking relevant questions, 
setting up simple practical enquiries, making systematic 
observations, gathering, recoding and presenting data in a 
variety of ways, recoding findings from enquiries, drawing 
conclusions from results and using evidence to support their 
findings 

Carpel/flower/germinate/leaves/life cycle/ 
nutrients/ovary/ovule/petal/photosynthesis/ 
pollen/pollination/root/seed 
dispersal/sepals/stamen/stem/style/stigma/ 
veins  

4 Living things 
Switched on Science: Topic 2 

This topic teaches the children to recognise that living things 
can be grouped in a variety of ways. They explore and use 
keys to identify and name a variety of living things. Finally, 
they look at how changes to habitats can pose dangers to 
living things. 
Children will work scientifically by asking relevant questions, 
setting up simple practical enquiries, making systematic 
observations, gathering, recoding and presenting data in a 
variety of ways, recoding findings from enquiries, drawing 
conclusions from results and using evidence to support their 
findings.  

Bird/centipede/classify/ fish/fish/flowering 
plant/habitat/insect/invertebrate/key/mamma 
/organism/reptile/ vertebrate  

5 Growing up and growing old 
Switched on Science: Topic 5 

Children will look at and describe the changes as humans 
develop to old age.  Children will draw a timeline to indicate 
stages in the growth and development of humans and learn 
about the changes experienced in puberty.  
Children will work scientifically by reporting and presenting 
findings from enquiries, record data and results and plan 
different types of scientific enquiry.  

Adolescence/ 
adolescent/adult/arthritis/gestation period/ life 
expectancy menstruation/pregnant/ 
puberty/teenager.  

6 Evolution and Inheritance  Children find out more about how living things have changed adaptation/dinosaur/evolution/fossil/inherited/ 



Switched on Science: Topic 3 over time. They are introduced to the idea that 
characteristics are passed from parent to their offspring, but 
that they are not exactly the same. They should also 
appreciate that variation over time can make animals more 
or less likely to survive in particular environments 
(adaptation). Children look 
at evolution and Charles’ Darwin’s theory of natural 
selection, as well as palaeontologist Mary Anning’s 
work with fossils. 
Children work scientifically by identifying scientific evidence 
that has been used to support or refute ideas. 

Natural selection/prehistoric/ variety 

 


