
Spring Term 2 

Year 
Group 

Area of study Key Knowledge / People / Events / Dates / Etc Vocab 

1 Plants and animals 
where we live 
Switched on Science: 
Topic 4 

In this topic, children explore their local environment 
(school grounds) to find out about the plants and animals 
that live in their locality. In this topic, children explore their 
local environment (school grounds or local park) to find out 
about the plants and animals that live in their locality. 
Children will ask simple questions, observe closely, perform 
simple tests and gather and record data. They will also use 
observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions. 

Amphibian/animal/bird/fish/flower/habitat/mammal/plant/ 
reptile/stem/tree 

2 Our local environment 
Switched on Science: 
Topic 4 

This topic brings together study of living things, 
habitats and growing plants and is strongly focussed 
on outdoor learning and investigations. Children will explore 
and compare differences between living things, identify that 
most living things live in habitats as well as identifying and 
naming a variety of plants and animals in their habitats. 
They will describe how animals obtain their food.  
Children will ask simple questions, observe closely, perform 
simple tests and gather and record data. They will also use 
observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions.  

alive/dead/food chains/habitat/micro-habitat/ 
predator/prey/carnivore/omnivore/ never alive  

3 Forces and Magnets 
Switched on Science: 
Topic 5 

This topic looks at magnets and their uses, and what 
makes magnetic poles special, along with the idea 
that some forces such as magnetic force can act 
without contact – unlike pushes and pulls, which 
require direct contact.  
Children will ask relevant questions and use different types 
of enquiries including simple practical experiments, 
comparative and fair tests. They will gather and record data 
and record findings using correct vocabulary. 

Attract/compass/contact/force/iron/magnet 
magnetic/non-contact /non-magnetic /pole/ prediction/ 
repel 

4 Power it up 
Switched on Science: 
Topic 5 

Children revisit some uses of electricity and the importance 
of safety before constructing simple circuits. Understanding 
how to change a circuit by 
changing its components makes up the third part of this 
topic, leading in a final application of knowledge 
and skills when the children design and make an alarm 
using their knowledge of circuits. 
Children will ask relevant questions and use different types 
of enquiries including simple practical experiments, 
comparative and fair tests. They will gather and record data 
and record findings using correct vocabulary.  

Battery/ bulb/ cell/ circuit/component/conductor/ 
Insulator/mains/rechargeable/switch/terminal/ 
Wire 



5 Let’s get moving 
Switched on Science: 
Topic 4 

Children will be able to explain that unsupported objects fall 
towards the Earth because of the force of gravity acting 
between the Earth and the falling object. They will identify 
the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction 
They will recognise that some mechanisms including 
levers, pulleys and gears allow a smaller force to have a 
greater effect.  
Children will work scientifically by planning different types of 
scientific enquiry including controlling variables. Children 
will take measurements, record data and results and use 
these results to make predications They will report ad 
present findings as well as identifying scientific evidence 
that has been used to support or refute ideas. 

Air resistance/force meter/friction/gravity/Newton/non-
contact force/reliable/water resistance/weight 

6 Classifying living things 
Switched on Science: 
Topic 1 

Children first revisit their knowledge of 
classification and creating keys, before developing their 
knowledge by looking at fungi and bacteria. Children also 
look at the work of Carl Linnaeus, the 
scientist who first made important the function of naming 
and classifying to ‘identify’ organisms. 
Children will work scientifically by planning different types of 
scientific enquiry including controlling variables. Children 
will take measurements, record data and results and use 
these results to make predications They will report ad 
present findings as well as identifying scientific evidence 
that has been used to support or refute ideas. 

 

 


