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Historical 

Context 
Key Knowledge & Skills Pupil Experience/ Connections  

Key 

Vocabulary 

1 National 

Heroes 

 

North and 

East UK 

 

 

 

 

 Compare 2 or more famous people 

 Explain and compare significant events 

beyond living memory and modern society  

Describe and Compare UK famous people: 

 Who they were 

 When they were born / died 

 Where they lived 

 Why they became famous 

 Why they should be remembered 

 How their life changed because of their 

achievements 

 How society’s life changed because of 

their achievements 

 The legacy of the individual 

 Make links to the impact from the past to 

modern society 

 Suggest which hero they think has been 

the most influential and why 

Suggested lines of inquiry: 

 Helen Sharman 

 Emmeline Pankhurst 

 Charles Darwin  

 Beatrix Potter  

 William Wilberforce  

What is a hero? 

What was the Slave Trade? 

Who was William Wilberforce? 

Who was Elizabeth Fry? 

What inspired ____________ to make change? 

Who was Florence Nightingale?  

What was life like for a woman in 19th century?  

Why did women want to vote? 

Who was Winston Churchill?  

Who was Emmeline Pankhurst? 

Who was Beatrix Potter? 

Who was Lord Admiral Nelson?  

Who is Helen Sharman? 

What would life be like if _______ had not achieved what they 

did? 

What is __________ ‘s legacy? 

famous scientist 

inventor explorer 

artist musician 

evidence past 

suffrage 

expedition cause 

theory evolution 

author slavery 

politician 

philanthropist  

 



 Lord Admiral Nelson  

 

Does _____ and _______ have anything in common? 

Does _________deserve a memorial? 

 Make links to the impact from the past to modern 

society 

 express an opinion on which hero they think has been 

the most influential 

 Helen Sharman 

 Emmeline Pankhurst 

 Charles Darwin 

 Beatrix Potter 

 William Wilberforce 

 Lord Admiral Nelson 

 Pankhurst > 

https://www.preceden.com/timelines/291206-emmeline-

pankhurst-timeline 

 Darwin > https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/timeline-life-

charles-darwin 

 Potter > https://primaryfacts.com/2526/20-beatrix-

potter-facts/ 

 Wilberforce > 

https://wilberforce.weebly.com/timeline.html 

Connections 

Connections to World heroes 

PSHE - What is a hero? – Remembrance  

British Values – Democracy – Who was the most significant 

individual? 

https://www.preceden.com/timelines/291206-emmeline-pankhurst-timeline
https://www.preceden.com/timelines/291206-emmeline-pankhurst-timeline
https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/timeline-life-charles-darwin
https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/timeline-life-charles-darwin
https://primaryfacts.com/2526/20-beatrix-potter-facts/
https://primaryfacts.com/2526/20-beatrix-potter-facts/
https://wilberforce.weebly.com/timeline.html


2 National 

Inventions 

 

South and 

West UK 

Describe and Compare significant inventions: 

 Who the inventor was 

 The inspiration behind the invention 

 What life was like before the invention 

 What life was like after the invention 

 How the invention changed the life of the 

inventor 

 how inventions have changed within living 

memory. 

Suggested line of inquiry: 

 Edward Jenner  

 George Jennings  

 Isambard Kingdom Brunel  

 Ada Lovelace  

 Tim Berners Lee  

  

Can you name a British inventor and their creation?  

How has the telephone changed the way people lived? 

What is the difference between the World Wide Web and the 

internet? 

How have these inventions changed the lives of the inventor?  

How have these inventions changed the lives of the inventor’s 

society?   

How have these inventions changed modern society?   

Does _____ and _______ have anything in common? 

Does _________deserve a memorial? 

 Edward Jenner > 

https://www.historyofvaccines.org/timeline/all 

 Alexander Graham Bell > 

https://www.softschools.com/timelines/alexander_graha

m_bell_timeline/129/ 

 George Jennings > 

https://www.baus.org.uk/museum/164/the_flush_toilet 

 Isambard Kingdom Brunel > 

http://www.ikbrunel.org.uk/timeline 

 Ada Lovelace > 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ada-Lovelace 

 Tim Berners Lee > 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Tim-Berners-Lee 

Connections 

How these inventions changed the lives of the inventor  

famous scientist 

inventor explorer 

artist musician 

evidence past 

vaccination 

smallpox disease 

sanitation flush 

toilet internet 

world wide web 

engineer  

https://www.historyofvaccines.org/timeline/all
https://www.softschools.com/timelines/alexander_graham_bell_timeline/129/
https://www.softschools.com/timelines/alexander_graham_bell_timeline/129/
https://www.baus.org.uk/museum/164/the_flush_toilet
http://www.ikbrunel.org.uk/timeline
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Ada-Lovelace
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Tim-Berners-Lee


How these inventions changed the lives of the inventor’s 

society  

How have these inventions changed modern society 

Connections to World Inventors 

Connections between the inventors of different inventions 

Legacy of ___________ 

Computing - programming 

Science 

3 The British 

Empire 

 

Physical 

Features of 

the UK 

 Explain what the British Empire was 

 Order key events and place them on a 

timeline 

 Compare the Countries of the Empire  

 Explain the reason behind the British 

wanting an Empire 

 Compare Life in the British Empire 

Suggested line of enquiry: 

 Mahatma Gandhi  

 The Raj  

 East India Company  

 

When did the British Empire start?  

When did the British Empire end?  

What countries were in the British Empire?  

Why did Britain want an empire?  

What was life like in the British Empire?  

Was the British Empire a force for good or bad? How was the 

British Empire controlled? 

 Mahatma Gandhi > 

https://www.softschools.com/timelines/gandhi_timeline/

127/ 

 The Raj > http://www.britishempire.me.uk/britishraj.html 

 East India Company > 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/East-India-Company 

Connections 

Geography unit– Knowing Central Europe / 7 continents 5 

Empire Famine 

Britannia 

Nationalism 

Imperialism 

Commonwealth 

Jewel in the crown 

Colony 

https://www.softschools.com/timelines/gandhi_timeline/127/
https://www.softschools.com/timelines/gandhi_timeline/127/
http://www.britishempire.me.uk/britishraj.html
https://www.britannica.com/topic/East-India-Company


oceans 

PSHE - Was the British Empire a force for good or bad? 

How was the British Empire controlled? 

4 Railways 

Boom 

(nationally) 

 

Changes in 

the UK 

 

 Explain why trains were invented 

 Explain why steam locomotives were 

introduced 

 Compare how steam locomotives changed 

over time 

 Compare different types of steam 

locomotive 

 Compare different uses of the railway 

network 

 compare the rail network’s changes over 

time 

Suggested line of enquiry: 

 Isambard Kingdom Brunel  

 George Stephenson  

 James Watt  

 

Why were the first trains invented? 

Why was a steam locomotive influential? 

How have steam locomotives changed over time?  

Do all steam locomotives look the same? 

Why was the railway network so popular? 

Has the rail network changed over time? 

 Isambard Kingdom Brunel > 

http://www.ikbrunel.org.uk/timeline 

 George Stephenson > 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/George-

Stephenson 

 James Watt > 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/James-Watt 

Connections 

How these inventions changed the lives of the inventor  

How these inventions changed the lives of the inventor’s 

society  

Steam engine, 

locomotive, trade, 

transportation, 

tunnelling, 

commuting 

http://www.ikbrunel.org.uk/timeline
https://www.britannica.com/biography/George-Stephenson
https://www.britannica.com/biography/George-Stephenson
https://www.britannica.com/biography/James-Watt


How have these inventions changed modern society 

Connections to World Inventors 

Connections between the inventors of different inventions 

Legacy of Railways 

Geography Unit – Knowing the UK 

5 The 

Victorians 

 

Climates of 

the UK 

 Order key events and place on a timeline 

 Compare the monarchs 

 Explain who Queen Victoria was  

 Compare Significant Victorian individuals 

 Explain who Charles Darwin was  

 Compare population changes during the 

Victorian period 

 Explain how populations were counted in 

the Victorian period 

 Compare how life changed during the 

Victorian era 

 Explain How life has changed since the 

Victorian period 

 Suggest the legacy of the Victorians 

 Where the period fits into British history 

 Compare day to day life as a Victorian  

 

Who was Queen Victoria? 

When was the Victorian period? 

How many people lived in the Victorian period? 

How were populations counted in the Victorian period? 

How did life change for those living in the Victorian era? 

Why did life change during the Victorian era? 

How has life changed since the Victorian period? 

What did the Victorians do for us? 

 Queen Victoria > 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Victoria-queen-

of-United-Kingdom 

 Charles Darwin > 

https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/timeline-life-charles-

darwin 

https://www.norfolkmag.co.uk/out-about/places/how-the-

victorian-era-has-influenced-norfolk-1-6043185 

Connections 

Discuss when they have heard the terms: empire, invaders 

before – link to Romans/Anglo Saxons/Vikings. 

Industrial 

Revolution, 

Change, Britain, 

18th century, 19th 

century, 

industrialisation, 

Mechanisation, 

industry, machines, 

Patriotism, 

defence, slums, 

squalor, poor 

conditions., 

Workhouse, 

Timeline, 

Chronology, 

Royalty, Class, 

Wealth, Lifestyle, 

Past, Family tree, 

https://www.britannica.com/biography/Victoria-queen-of-United-Kingdom
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Victoria-queen-of-United-Kingdom
https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/timeline-life-charles-darwin
https://www.christs.cam.ac.uk/timeline-life-charles-darwin
https://www.norfolkmag.co.uk/out-about/places/how-the-victorian-era-has-influenced-norfolk-1-6043185
https://www.norfolkmag.co.uk/out-about/places/how-the-victorian-era-has-influenced-norfolk-1-6043185


Kings and Queens 

Links to nursing 

Links to significant people 

Links to railway boom 

Links and changes between the Tudors and Victorians (UK not 

separate monarchs)  

Abolition of slavery – discuss Romans/Americans 

Population increase since the Victorian period 

Occupation 

Place of origin, 

Transport, 

Industry, 

Industrialisation, 

Mechanisation, 

Urbanisation, 

Public health, 

Canals, Mills 

6 1950 – 1990 

 

Natural 

resources of 

the UK 

 

 Describe the main changes that have taken 

place since the end of WW2 

 Order certain sources into decades 

 Explain/ compare significant events from 

each decade 

 Explain why these events took place 

 Discuss the impact of these events on the 

world 

 Describe the ‘Space Race’ and how it 

impacted on the developments in space 

travel 

Suggested lines of enquiry: 

 British Prime Ministers 1950 – 1990  

 Significant world Leaders – JFK etc 

 Moon landings 

 Space exploration 

 1966 World Cup 

 

What were some of the main changes that have taken place 

since 1948? 

Which decade where these items from? 

Why have changes taken place? 

What were the main events of the 1950s? 

What were the main events of the 1960s? 

What were the main events of the 1970s? 

What were the main events of the 1980s? 

What were the main events of the 1990s? 

What was the ‘Space Race’ was and how it impacted on the 

developments in space travel? 

What was the result of the Space race? 

Do children know when they first men landed on the moon? 

What was Apollo 11? 

British Prime Ministers 1950 – 1990 timeline > 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/timeline/present_timeline_n

oflash.shtml 

Connections 

Cold war, coal, 

immigration, 

Commonwealth, 

National Health 

Service, Berlin 

airlift, Olympic 

games, Republic 

of Ireland, 1984, 

Korean War, 

Festival of Britain, 

Elizabeth II, DNA, 

ITV first broadcast, 

spies, Clean Air 

Act, Nuclear 

power, Suez, 

hydrogen bomb, 

European 

Common Market, 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/timeline/present_timeline_noflash.shtml
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/timeline/present_timeline_noflash.shtml


Links to inventors (national / world) 

How these events changed modern society 

Legacy of these events 

Geography Unit – Knowing the UK/ 7 continents 5 Oceans 

supermarkets, 

comprehensive 

education, death 

penalty, England 

World Cup, 

Beatles, Concorde, 

Northern Ireland 

‘Troubles’, 

decimalised 

currency, North 

Sea oil, test tube 

baby, Winter of 

Discontent, 

Margaret Thatcher, 

IRA, Brixton, 

Argentina, Miners’ 

Strike, World Wide 

Web, Poll Tax, Gulf 

War, Channel 

Tunnel,   

espionage    

 


