
Spring 1 – Settlements, Empires and Technologies 
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Context 
Key Knowledge & Skills Pupil Experience/ Connections  

Key 

Vocabulary 

1 Castles 

 

Mountains 

 Suggest who was powerful in medieval times 

 Suggest why the peasants did not think the 

tax was fair 

 explain what the taxes were used for 

 Compare The use of castles – how this has 

changed over time 

 Compare different types of castle 

 Explain taxes 

 

Were castles important or just for the wealthy? 

Why did people live in castles?  

Who designed castles?  

Are there different types of castle?  

What are the similarities between castles? 

What are the differences between castles?  

Were castles important or just for the wealthy? 

How do you build a castle? 

Do people still live in castles?  

What were taxes? 

Do castles have any influence on modern life? 

Connections 

Compare how taxes were spent in medieval times and how they 

are spent now 

Geography Unit – Mountains / Locational knowledge (W.A.M) 

Castle  tower  

moat  gatehouse  

drawbridge  turrets  

battlements  

cannon  walls  

catapult  battering 

ram  arrows  bow  

portcullis  knight  

horse  fort  sword  

shield  coat of 

arms  scroll  chain 

mail  stained glass  

‘motte and bailey’ 

‘keep and bailey’  



2 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kings and 

Queens  

 

Seas/ Coasts 

/ UK rivers 

 describe the changes that occurred while 

different monarchs ruled 

 explain how events were celebrated in the 

past  

 explain what life was like in different time 

periods 

 compare different reigns to modern life 

 

What is a monarch?  

How do I become a monarch? 

Why live in a palace?  

Who was Richard I? 

Who was Henry VIII? 

Who was Queen Elizabeth I?  

Who was James I? 

What is Buckingham Palace and has it always been the same?  

Is life as a monarch always the same?  

What is a jubilee? 

Who was Queen Victoria? 

Who is Queen Elizabeth II is and the royal family?  

Connections 

Which other Queen do they know who had a massive influence 

on Britain? 

PSHE – treatment of society / oppression 

Geography Unit – Seas and coasts/ Locational knowledge (W.A.M) 

Richard III    

Victoria I     

Elizabeth I     

James I    Elizabeth 

II   Henry VIII   

monarch   king   

queen   heir   rule   

reign   crown   

Parliament 

Battle of Bosworth   

Victorian   Tudor  

Elizabethan   War 

of the Roses  

Protestant   

Catholic  Church of 

England 

3 Ancient 

Egyptians  

extended 

study 

 

Rivers 

 Describe and order key events and dates in 

Ancient Egyptian history 

 Compare hierarchy of ancient Egyptian 

society. 

 Explain that the ancient Egyptians 

worshipped lots of different gods and 

goddesses. 

 Compare inventions and achievements of the 

ancient Egyptians  

 Explain/compare  the role pharaohs  

 Suggest Significant people  

Where is Egypt on a map? 

which continent Egypt is in? 

What was Egypt like to live in? 

Why do people visit Egypt today? 

What does BC mean? 

Was everyone treated the same way in ancient Egypt? 

Who was the most powerful person in ancient Egyptian society? 

Who was a pharaoh? 

Who did the ancient Egyptians worship? 

What did the ancient Egyptians believe about death? 

Pharaoh  Scarab  

Papyrus  Scribe  

Amulet  Canopic 

jar  Sarcophagus 

Tomb  Afterlife  

Hieroglyphics  

Mummification  

Irrigation  Shaduf 

Sphinx  Oasis  

Egyptologist  Ankh  



 Apply Where the period fits into history 

 Compare What day to day life was like as an 

Egyptian 

 Explain How to build the pyramids  

 

What are the pyramids of Egypt? 

What have the ancient Egyptians done for modern life? 

What is the legacy of the ancient Egyptians? 

Connections 

Talk about the Empire. 

Belief in multiple gods (many other civilisations did) 

Inventions that impacted modern life. 

Egyptian civilisation was the same time as the Stone age. 

Pyramids – Mayans also had their own kind of pyramids even 

though they knew nothing about each other. 

Geography Unit – River Nile / Locational knowledge (7C.5O) 

Pyramid  Barter  

Rosetta Stone 

Tutankhamun   

Howard Carter   

Earl of Carnarvon 

4 Ancient 

Greeks  

extended 

study 

 

Mountains 

(Olympus) 

 Compare ancient Greek gods and goddesses 

 discuss some of the main ideas and beliefs 

of the six philosophers/scholars 

 Make links between ancient Greece and 

other time periods 

 Explain who the Ancient Greeks were. 

 compare democracy in Ancient Greece to 

modern times 

 Explain when the first Olympic games were 

and what sports were included. 

 Explain  the Battle of Marathon and who it 

involved 

 Explain When the Trojan war was and what it 

included.  

 Suggest what the Ancient Greeks achieved 

and how these influenced others. 

 

What does ancient Greece mean? 

What is a democracy?  

What is oligarchy  

What is monarchy? 

Who ruled in the best way and why? 

What was life like in Athens and Sparta? 

Would you like to be an ancient Greek and which of the two city-

states would you live in? 

why did ancient Greece have a polytheistic religion? 

Why was religion so important in the everyday life of ancient 

Greeks? 

What has modern life learned from the ancient Greeks? 

What is the ancient Greek’s legacy? 

Connections 

What other Empires have they learned about? 

Democracy  

Acropolis  

Parthenon  

Marathon  

Olympics  Citizen  

Philosopher  Agora   

Phalanx  Aristocrat  

Mythology  

Column  Hoplite  

Peninsula  Oracle  

Terraced     Culture      

Science   Olympics    

Literature   Empire  

Aphrodite  Hera   

Zeus  Poseidon    

Apollo   Athena   



Compare the Romans and Egyptian legacy with the Greek legacy. 

PSHE - compare this to today’s democracy in the UK (British 

Values) 

Geography Unit – Mount Olympus / Locational knowledge 

(7C.5O) 

Hermes    Athens   

Sparta The 

Parthenon  

Socrates   Plato   

Aristotle  

Democracy    

Society     

Civilisation    

Conflict  Troy   

 

5 Tudors  

extended 

study 

 

Nature 

Provides 

 Place the Tudors on a timeline 

 Use a family tree to identify members of the 

Tudor family  

 Compare the differences between the rich 

and the poor in Tudor times. 

 Compare the differences in the Tudor diet 

and our diet today and give reasons for this. 

 Suggest why some poor people in Tudor 

Britain had no choice but to commit crimes 

to survive. 

 Order Key dates and events  

 Compare Significant people  

 Explain Major changes that were 

implemented e.g. Church and state 

 Compare What day to day life was like as a 

Tudor  

 

Who were the Tudors? 

How would I dress if I were Tudor? 

What was a regular Tudor’s diet? 

Did everyone eat the same diet in during the Tudor period? 

Did every ‘criminal’ deserve punishment? 

Did the Tudors understand how to be healthy? 

Were the Tudors hygienic people? 

Were Tudors expected to live a long life? 

Would you visit a Tudor doctor? 

What was life as Tudor like? 

What has modern life learned from the Tudors? 

What is the Tudor’s legacy? 

Is there evidence of Tudor life in modern society? 

Were they any defining moments in the Tudor period? 

Connections 

talk about the first King of England from Anglo Saxon times. 

Look at a timeline to see what has happened since the Vikings 

Heir     Protestant     

Christianity      

Roman Catholic 

Church.     Catholic      

Pope.      

Reformation   

torture     Armada       

monarch    

dissolution    

hygiene         

reign      treason   

The Battle of 

Bosworth.   Divorce      

imprison      

behead      alliance      

witchcraft    Henry 

VII        Henry VIII  



came to Britain. 

when Christian England began and how Henry influenced and 

changed it. 

The monarchs (Kings and Queens unit) 

Edward VI       

Lady Jane Grey       

Mary I         

‘Bloody Mary’      

Elizabeth I    

Catherine of 

Aragon      Anne 

Boleyn       Jane 

Seymour        

Anne of Cleves       

Hans Holbein      

Catherine Howard      

Catherine Parr       

William 

Shakespeare   

6 WW2 (1930 

– 1950)  

extended 

study 

 

Oceans 

 Place the Second World War on a timeline 

 Explain the emergence of the United Nations  

 Explain the effects of bomb damage  

 Describe When WWII was declared and by 

whom. 

 Compare the suggested reasons as to why 

WWII broke out. 

 Compare the effects WWII had on children. 

 Compare the roles of the adults during 

WWII.  

 Order the key events of WWII 

 Compare the treatment of Jewish families 

(sensitivity needed) 

What was World War Two? 

Who were the main powers during WW2?  

Can children explain what the Blitz was?  

Why were certain places,  like Gt Yarmouth, bombed during the 

war? 

How could I protect myself during WW2? 

Who were the evacuees? 

Are there any links between WW2 and ‘The Great War’? 

What was rationing? 

Was everyone’s experience of WW2 the same? 

Why were Jewish people were targeted by the Nazis? 

Who was Anne Frank was and why she is remembered?  

shelter           

Allies                

atomic bomb          

Axis Powers        

Blackout         Blitz           

British Empire     

Censorship          

civilians          Civil 

Defence                 

concentration 

camp          

coupons     D-Day        



 Compare the legacies of those 

involved/effected by WWII 

 

What has modern society learned from WW2? 

What is the legacy of WW2?  

Connections 

compare foods available in WW2 with foods available today 

Discuss WW1 and what life was like for the Europe at the end of 

that. 

Discuss the German point of view – unhappy with the outcome of 

WW1 and crippled financially by it. 

European resentment and anger – Financial situation of Germany 

(emergence of Hitler) 

PSHE – tolerance of others / oppression 

Geography Unit – Europe / (7C.5O) 

department store     

evacuee  factories        

Forces     Anne 

Frank   

Gramophone         

Adolf Hitler         

Holocaust      host 

family           

invaded          

Jews        Liberate         

military uniform   

naval battle  Nazi           

occupied     Pearl 

Harbour    prime 

minister     

prisoners of war      

propaganda    

rationing          

refugee          

register       

Resistance         

scrap metal           

United Nations              

war crime         

 


