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Historical 

Context 
Key Knowledge & Skills Pupil Experience/ Connections  

Key 

Vocabulary 

1 The History 

of Toys 

 

Where I live 

 Put events into chorological order 

 Recognise the difference between BC and AD 

 use a timeline 

 order significant events  

 Put toys into a timeline 

 compare older toys to modern ones  

 link toys to specific decades..   

 

 

 

 

Why do older toys look different to modern ones? 

Where toys different in the past? 

What is a ‘decade’?  

Which decade were you born in? 

Which toys were made in these decades..?  

Are any of the toys from the past still used today? 

What links modern toys to each other? 

What links past toys to one another 

What links toys of the past to modern toys? 

Do toys have a timeline? 

Connections 

compare modern toys to each other  

Compare past toys to one another 

Geography unit – Where I live 

After  

approximately  

almost  exactly  

before  past  

chronology  

present  condition  

during  era  

handmade new  

produced  past  

plastic  present  

similarity  

difference  

Victorian  wood  

decade 



2 Great Fire of 

London 

 

The World 

around me 

7 continents 

5 oceans 

 

 

 Put events into chorological order 

 Recognise the difference between BC and AD 

 use a timeline 

 order significant events  

 Explain how the Great Fire began  

 Explain why it was called the Great Fire of 

London  

 Describe much of London was destroyed 

 Explain how the fire ended 

 Explain why the fire spread so quickly  

 Describe how long the fires burned  

 Suggest emergence of positive factors 

 

how was London was different in the 17th century? 

How did the Great Fire begin?  

Why was it called the Great Fire of London?  

How much of London was destroyed? 

how did the fire end? 

why did the fire spread so quickly?  

How long did the fires burn?  

Was the Great Fire of London only negative? 

How do we know about the Great Fire of London?  

Connections 

Compare 17th century London to modern London 

Geography unit – The world around me 

Timeline  then  

now  Great fire  

Where  When  City  

London  buildings  

Pudding Lane  

Bakery  eyewitness  

destroy 

3 Stone Age 

to Iron Age 

 

The World 

around me 

7 continents 

5 oceans 

 

 Put events into chorological order 

 Describe the difference between BC and AD 

 use a timeline 

 order significant events  

 describe difference cultures form the past 

 find answers about the past 

 use different sources to find different 

evidence  

 Explain what prehistory means. 

 Describe The three periods of prehistory.  

 Describe the first person in Britain 

 Compare Animals of prehistoric Britain.  

 Explain the effect of the ice age on the 

world.  

 Locate where Doggerland was  

 Explain What Stonehenge is  

What do we mean by prehistory?  

What are the three periods of prehistory?  

How do we know about the prehistoric ages?  

Who was the first person in Britain 

When did they arrive in Britain?  

What lived in prehistoric Britain?  

How did the Ice Age effect the world?  

What/where was Doggerland?  

what was Mesolithic life was like?  

Are there are signs of prehistoric ways of life in modern life?  

What is Stonehenge?  

What is bronze?  

What was life/death like in the Bronze Age?  

What similarities/differences are there between the Bronze and 

Iron age?  

Prehistory  Hunter-

gatherer  Nomad  

Palaeolithic  

Mesolithic  

Neolithic  Tribe  

Neanderthal  

Homosapiens  Pelt  

Beaker  Celt  

Bronze  

Roundhouse  

Hillfort  Quern  

Smelting  Druid  

Borer  Domesticate 



 Describe What bronze is.  

 

How would my home change from the Prehistoric ages to the 

Bronze and Iron ages? 

Connections 

Compare with modern world.  

What didn’t they have that we have?  

How difficult was life in this time? Look at problem solving. 

Are there are signs of prehistoric ways of life in modern life?  

Geography unit – 7 continents 5 Oceans 

4 Romans and 

Saxons 

 

Europe 

 

 Use different sources to find different 

evidence  

 Explain the Roman arrival in Britain 

 Who Boudicca was 

 Suggest Roman legacies 

 Describe Roman towns 

 Describe Roman Baths 

 Compare Roman Gods 

 

Why did people settle in Britain? 

Who were the Romans? 

Roman army – who were they?  

Who were the Celts?  

What was it like to be a Celt?  

Who was Boudicca?  

Does everyone tell history in the same way – with the same 

message? 

 Can children represent their understanding in different ways?  

Would you want to be a Roman?  

What did the Romans ever do for us? 

What would life nowadays be like without the Romans? 

Who? – What do we know about Sutton Hoo? 

Who were the Saxon invaders? 

What was life like for the rich and poor Saxons? 

Why was religion so important during the time of the Saxons? 

Is there any sign of Saxon life in modern society? 

What is the legacy of the Ancient Romans? 

Connections 

Empire  Toga  

Aqueduct  

Coliseum  

Centurion  Emperor  

Amphitheatre  

Senate  Gladiator  

Republic  Mosaic  

Arch  Chariot  

Hypocaust  Tunic 

Aquila  Pantheon  

Testudo  Circus 

Maximus  

Legionary  



Consider what Britain was like before the Romans came.  

Why did they want to come?   

Compare Britain with the Roman empire. 

Link to present day – how did the Romans impact on today’s 

society – democracy, roads, army 

Geography unit - Europe 

5 The Ancient 

Sumerians 

 

I want to be 

in America 

North 

America 

South 

America 

 

 

 use different sources to find different 

evidence  

 Describe What a civilisation is 

 Compare Where earliest civilisations lived.  

 Explain When people first began writing.  

 Compare What a Sumerian day was like. 

 Explain Who the Sumerians were and where 

the period of time fits in to history.  

 Describe What the Sumerian religion was and 

the Gods they believed in.  

 Describe The Sumerian number and writing 

system.  

 Explain Who discovered the Sumerians.  

 Compare Examples of food the Sumerians 

ate.  

 

What is a civilisation?  

Where in the world were the earliest civilisations?  

When did people begin writing?  

Have writing systems and number systems developed over time?  

How has trading changed over time? 

What have we learned from early civilisations?  

What was an Sumerian daily life like? 

What is the legacy of the Ancient Sumerians? 

Connections 

Have writing systems and number systems developed over time.  

How has trading changed over time. 

What have we learned from early civilisations.  

Invasion – Romans/Vikings/Anglo-Saxons 

Other civilisations around the same time – Stone age – Iron 

Age/Greeks 

the legacy of the Ancient Sumerians. 

Geography unit – 7 continents 5 oceans 

City-state  

Cuneiform  

Cylinder seal  

Scribe  Ziggurat  

Lyre  Stylus  

Akkadian  Dynasty  

Irrigation  

Gilgamesh  Code 

of Hammurabi  

Shekel  Marduk  

Domesticate  

Shrine  Cultivate  

Aqueduct  

Whitewash  

Muskinu 



6 Titanic (1900 

– 1930)  

 

Dissecting 

the world 

 

 

 use different sources to find different 

evidence  

 Suggest Why the Titanic garnered so much 

attention 

 Apply The timeline of the titanic 

 Compare The different classes of passengers 

and their experiences 

 Suggest the legacy of the Titanic 

  

Why was there so much excitement about the Titanic?  

Accident or human error – what sank the Titanic?  

What is the most reliable evidence about the Titanic? 

What was it like to be a passenger on the Titanic? 

Do you think anything has been gained from the sinking of the 

Titanic? 

Could the Titanic have been saved? 

Will there ever be another disaster like that of the Titanic? 

What is the legacy of the Titanic? 

Connections 

How the disaster of the titanic links to modern disasters and 

safety measures 

How the Titanic could have been saved 

Geography unit – Dissecting the World / Americas / 7 continents 

5 oceans 

Capacity  Carpathia    

Collision  

compartments  

flares   funnels   

hull   iceberg   Ill-

fated   inevitable   

steerage  Stewards  

Survivor  testimony   

voyage  Unsinkable  

Southampton  

Liverpool  New 

York 

 


