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Area of 

Study 
Key Knowledge & Skills Pupil Experience/ Connections  

Key 

Vocabulary 

1 Knowing the 

UK 

The North 

and East  

 

National 

Heroes 

 

 

 Locate and name Countries and capitals of 

the UK  

 identify some Northern and Eastern counties 

of the UK  

 place these counties of the UK on a map  

 identify major cities in those counties  

 How mountains and hills are formed 

 What are the oceans and seas that surround 

the UK? 

 major rivers in your counties 

 Use world maps to locate UK and its 

countries.  

 Use world atlases to locate UK and its 

countries.  

 Use world globe to locate UK and its 

countries.  

 Recognise landmarks using photographs.  

 Recognise basic human features using 

photographs.  

 Recognise physical features using 

photographs.  

 Use atlases and globes to identify UK and its 

seas  

 Recognise Key physical features of the North 

and East of England 

Where in the world is the United Kingdom?  

Why is it called the United Kingdom? 

Which Countries and capitals make up the UK?  

Do children know what a county is? 

Can you identify some Northern and Eastern counties of the UK?  

Can you place these counties of the UK on a map?  

What is a city? 

 Can you identify major cities in those counties?  

Can you locate these cities on a map? 

How are mountains and hills are formed?  

Are there any hill or mountain ranges in your counties?  

What are the oceans and seas that surround the UK? 

Do you have any major rivers in your counties?  

Where does your river meet the sea? 

Connections 

Link to Year 1 unit (Autumn) 

Link to Spring unit 

History unit – National Heroes – Where in the UK did they live? 
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 Recognise Key human features of the North 

and East of England 

2 Knowing the 

UK 

South and 

West  

 

National 

Inventions 

 

 

 Locate and name Countries and capitals of 

the UK  

 identify some Southern and Western counties 

of the UK  

 place these counties of the UK on a map  

 identify major cities in those counties  

 How mountains and hills are formed 

 What are the oceans and seas that surround 

the UK? 

 major rivers in your counties 

 Use world maps to locate UK and its 

countries.  

 Use world atlases to locate UK and its 

countries.  

 Use world globe to locate UK and its 

countries.  

 Recognise landmarks using photographs.  

 Recognise basic human features using 

photographs.  

 Recognise physical features using 

Where in the world is the United Kingdom?  

Why is it called the United Kingdom? 

Which Countries and capitals make up the UK?  

What is the population of the UK?  

Do children know what a county is? 

Can you identify some Southern and Western counties of the UK?  

Can you place these counties of the UK on a map?  

What is a city? 

 Can you identify major cities in those counties?  

Can you locate these cities on a map? 

How are mountains and hills are formed?  

Are there any hill or mountain ranges in your counties?  

What are the oceans and seas that surround the UK? 
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photographs.  

 Use atlases and globes to identify UK and its 

seas  

 Recognise Key physical features of the South 

and West of England 

Recognise Key human features of the South 

and West of England 

Do you have any major rivers in your counties?  

Where does your river meet the sea? 

Connections 

Link to Year 1 unit (Autumn) 

Link to Spring unit 

History unit – National Inventions– Where in the UK was 

impacted? 

3 Physical 

Features of 

the UK  

 

The British 

Empire 

 

 

 Locate the UK’s highest peaks 

 Locate the UK’s rivers 

 Compare human and physical features of 

Norfolk and London (using photos) 

 describe the landscape of the UK using 

topographical maps 

 Compare the population of Norfolk over time 

 Compare the population of London over time 

 Locate rural counties 

 Locate urban counties 

 Explain why we use grid references (four 

figure) 

Using photos, can you compare Norfolk and London? 

Using topographical maps, can you describe the landscape of the 

UK? 

How has the population of Norfolk changed over time? 

How has the population of London changed over time? 

 Which counties are more rural? 

Which counties are more urban? 

What is a grid reference? (four figure and six figure) 

Why is it hard to measure population? 

Connections 

Link to Year 1 unit (Autumn) 

History unit – The British Empire (How to get around the world) 
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districts      regions    

4 Changes in 

the UK 

 

Railways 

Boom 

(nationally) 

 

 

 Locate the UK’s highest peaks 

 Locate the UK’s rivers 

 Describe iron ore 

 describe the process of steel production, from 

ore extraction to its final uses 

 Compare human and physical features of 

Norfolk and South Wales (using photos) 

 describe the landscape of the UK using 

topographical maps 

 Compare the population of Norfolk over time 

 Locate rural counties 

 Locate urban counties 

 Explain why we use grid references (six figure) 

 Compare urban and rural areas using six-

figure grid references. 

 Using the National Grid ,identify where 

different county borders are 

What is iron ore? 

How is extracted to produce steel?   

Can you describe the process of steel production, from ore 

extraction to its final uses? 

Using photos, can you compare Norfolk and London? 

  How has the population of Norfolk changed over time? 

How has the population of London changed over time? 

 Which counties are more rural? 

Which counties are more urban? 

What is a grid reference? (six figure) 

Compare urban and rural areas using six-figure grid references. 

Using the National Grid , can you identify where different county 

borders are? 

Why is it hard to measure population? 
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Use the National Grid to identify where different counties are 

using six-figure grid references.  

Connections 

Link to Year 1 unit (Autumn) 

Link to Year 2 – National inventions/inventors (Spring) 

History unit – Railways Boom 

rural     urban    

national grid     

5 Climates of 

the UK  

 

The 

Victorians 

 

 

 identify causes of climate change using data 

 Provide evidence to prove climate change 

exists 

 Using topographical maps, describe the 

landscape of the UK 

 Explain why climate change effects such as 

rising temperatures can affect some regions 

worse than others 

 Compare urban and rural areas using six-

figure grid references. 

 Using the National Grid ,identify where 

different county borders are  

 identify some regions in the UK which are 

likely to be badly affected by some specific 

consequences of climate change such as 

rising sea levels 

 Suggest ways in which businesses could do 

more to care for the environment 

Can you interpret given information to identify causes of climate 

change?  

Can you use evidence to refute common claims of climate change 

sceptics/deniers? 

Can you suggest ways in which those who feel unable to act on 

climate change can do something to help?  

Using topographical maps, can you describe the landscape of the 

UK? 

Can you begin to consider why climate change effects such as 

rising temperatures can affect some regions worse than others?  

 Can you identify some regions which are likely to be badly 

affected by some specific consequences of climate change such as 

rising sea levels? 

Can you consider wide-reaching consequences of the effects of 

climate change in the UK? 

Can you identify ways in which those older generations can do 
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more to care for the environment?   

Can you suggest ways in those working in green careers improve 

the environment?  

Can you suggest ways in which businesses could do more to care 

for the environment? 

Connections 

Link to Year 1 unit (Autumn) 

Link to Year 2 – National inventions/inventors (Spring) 

Link to Year 4 – Railways Boom (Summer) 

History unit – The Victorians – link to travel (around the world and 

UK) 

Climate change 

Refute         

Deniers/sceptics 

6 Natural 

resources of 

the UK 

 

1950 – 1990 

 

 

 Describe the different symbols on an 

Ordnance Survey map 

 Using Google Maps to compare land use in 

the UK 

 Compare regions of the UK and their land 

use – e.g.) coal mining vs agriculture vs 

fishing 

 Annotate maps using keys to identify 

different land uses. 

 Using population density maps, compare 

populations urban and rural areas.  

 Compare urban and rural areas using six-

figure grid references?  

 Make suggestions why different agricultural 

areas are suited to crop or livestock farming 

 Identify features such as hills, mountains, 

coasts and rivers on a map 

What do the symbols on the Ordnance Survey map mean?  

Using Google Maps can you compare land use in the UK? 

Is it the same across the entire UK?  

Why/ Why not? 

Can you create a key using symbols to show what different 

features are.  

Can you Look at aerial view photographs of the UK and identify 

which places are urban and which are rural? 

 Using population density maps, study the population numbers for 

urban and rural areas. What do you notice? 

 Can you Compare urban and rural areas using six-figure grid 

references?  
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 Explain why the UK can produce some 

products but not others (e.g. cocoa) 

 Compare geographical regions of the world 

that produce items that the UK cannot. 

 Recognise issues of fair / unfair distribution of 

resources 

Can you Compare maps of different agricultural areas and         

explain why an area is suited to crop or livestock farming? 

Can you Identify features such as hills, mountains, coasts and 

rivers on a map? 

 Why can the UK produce some products but not others? (eg 

cocoa) 

Where in the world do cocoa trees grow?  

Connections 

Link to Autumn unit  

Link to Year 5 (Spring) 

History unit – 1950-1990 – export/import (around the world and 

UK) 
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