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Area of 

Study 
Key Knowledge & Skills Pupil Experience/ Connections  

Key 

Vocabulary 

1 Mountains  

 

Castles 

 

 

 Explain the difference between hills and 

mountains  

 Explain How mountains are formed 

 Recognise the physical features of hills or 

cliffs 

 Explain what cliffs, forests, hills, seas, rivers 

and valleys are 

What is the difference between hills and mountains?  

How are mountains formed? 

Why were castles built near hills or cliffs? 

Would you build your castle on a hill? Why? 

What are cliffs, forests, hills, seas, rivers and valleys? 

Sell my castle – Do I want these features: cliffs, forests, hills, seas, 

rivers and valleys? 

Why did people live near, but not in, Castles? 

Connections 

Link to Autumn learning 

History unit – Castles – consider local castles and their locations 

Fold mountains, 

Fault-block 

mountains, Dome 

mountains, Volcanic 

Mountains, Plateau 

Mountains     

Glacial, erosion, 

climate change,   

Mountain, peak, 

vegetation,    

Elevation, height, 



2 Water! 

Water! 

Seas/ Coasts 

/ UK rivers 

 

Kings and 

Queens  

 

 

 name and locate the five oceans on a world 

map 

 name and locate the UK’s seas on a world 

map 

 Explain the benefits of living near a coastline 

 Explain the negatives of living near a coastline 

 Describe how coastlines are protected 

 identify physical features of beaches from 

photographs 

 Can you compare Great Yarmouth beach to 

Honolulu   

 Name and locate the UK’s longest rivers on a 

map of the UK 

Can you name and locate the five oceans? 

Can you name and locate the UK’s seas?? 

What benefits are there to living near a coastline? 

What negatives are there to living near a coastline? 

Can you identify physical features of beaches? 

Can you compare two beaches?   

Can you name the UK’s longest rivers? 

Connections 

Link to Autumn learning 

History unit – Kings and Queens– consider local castles and their 

locations  

River, River bank, 

River bed, Source, 

spring, stream, 

tributary, flow, 

estuary, valley, lake, 

erosion, waterfall, 

river bed, wearing, 

sediment  River 

Bann   River Tay   

River Severn River 

Thames 

3 Rivers  

 

Ancient 

Egyptians  

extended 

study 

 

 

 Name and locate the UK’s longest rivers 

 Locate Egypt on a world map 

 Describe Egypt’s location, using a world map. 

 Locate and  name the major rivers and cities 

of Egypt  

 Describe the uses of the River Nile  

 describe some of the geographical features of 

the Nile 

 Compare the River Nile to the UK’s rivers 

 Identify and locate tourist attractions of Egypt 

Can you name the UK’s longest rivers? 

Where is Egypt on a world map? 

Which continent Egypt is in? 

Can you name the major rivers and cities of Egypt?  

Why was the River Nile so important to the ancient Egyptians?  

Does the River Nile have the same role in modern Egyptian life? 

Can you identify tourist attractions of Egypt?  

Can you locate these on a map? 

Can children locate the River Nile on a map?  

Can children describe some of the geographical features of the 

River, River bank, 

River bed, Source, 

spring, stream, 

tributary, flow, 

estuary, valley, lake, 

erosion, waterfall, 

river bed, wearing, 

sediment    River 

Bann   River Tay   

River Severn River 

Thames 



Nile? 

Connections 

Link to Autumn learning 

Link to Year 2 water topic (Autumn) 

Major rivers around the world 

History unit – Egyptians– Link local river Yare/Bure to Nile 

4 A Mountain 

fit for a king 

 

Ancient 

Greeks  

extended 

study 

 

 

 Locate Greece on a world map 

 Locate Mount Olympus on a map of Greece 

 Explain the uses of Mount Olympus 

 Describe the physical features of Mount 

Olympus 

 locate Santorini on a European map and 

world map 

 Compare Mount Olympus to that of the UK’s 

highest hills: 

                 - location / vegetation / height / uses 

Where is Mount Olympus? 

What was Mount Olympus used for? 

What are the physical features of Mount Olympus? 

Can you locate Mount Olympus on a map? 

Why was Mount Olympus so important to the ancient Greeks? 

Where is Santorini? 

Connections 

Link to Autumn learning 

Link to Year 1 Mountains (Spring) 

Link to Year 3 Physical UK features topic (Summer) 

Major rivers around the world 

History unit – Greeks 

Fold mountains, 

Fault-block 

mountains, Dome 

mountains, Volcanic 

Mountains, Plateau 

Mountains  Glacial, 

erosion, climate 

change   Mountain, 

peak, vegetation,    

Elevation, height, 



5 Nature 

Provides 

 

Tudors  

extended 

study 

 

 

 compare the physical geography of England 

between the Tudor period and today  

 compare the human geography of England 

between the Tudor period and today?  

 Explain how land use has changed over time  

 describe some natural resources and land 

uses in Britain 

 Explain what ‘abundant’ natural resources are? 

 Explain problems associated with the use of 

natural resources which are not abundant.  

 Explain problems associated with burning 

natural resources to produce electricity.  

 name clean and renewable natural resources 

 Explain the benefi ts and drawbacks of 

exploiting natural resources 

 distinguish between uses of natural resources 

e.g. food/ energy/ construction/ 

manufacturing 

 Identify why certain parts of the UK/world 

produce particular products 

Can you name some similarities and differences in the physical 

geography of England between the Tudor period and today?  

Can you name some similarities and differences in the human 

geography of England between the Tudor period and today?  

How has land use changed over time?  

Can you describe some natural resources and land uses in Britain?  

Can you explain what ‘abundant’ natural resources are? 

What are some problems associated with the use of natural 

resources which are not abundant? 

How do you produce electricity?  

Are there any problems associated with burning natural resources 

to produce electricity? 

Can you name some clean and renewable natural resources?  

How are they are used to produce electricity? 

 What are the advantages and disadvantages of renewable energy 

sources?  

Can you explain some of the benefi ts and drawbacks of exploiting 

natural resources?  

Can you distinguish between uses of natural resources e.g. food/ 

energy/ construction/ manufacturing?  

Connections 

Link to Autumn learning 

Topography 

physical geography  

human geography  

land uses  

Abundant   natural 

resources electricity   

renewable    energy 

sources    

exploiting  food  

energy  

construction   

manufacturing   



Link to Year 3 Physical UK features topic (Summer) 

Local land use / energy use (wind farms etc) 

History unit – Tudors 

6 The Oceans’ 

secrets 

 

WW2 (1930 

– 1950)  

extended 

study 

 

  

 name and locate the major bodies of water 

on Earth using: 

-maps 

  -globes 

   -atlases 

                 -digital mapping 

 Explain how the oceans and seas were formed 

 Describe the differences in types of water – 

brackish /fresh/ salt 

 Describe the ocean floor 

 Explain how the depth of the ocean floor 

differs around the world 

 Explain how the depths of the oceans are 

changing 

 Describe the effects of global warming / 

environmental factors on bodies of water 

Can you name the major bodies of water on Earth 

Can you locate oceans and seas of the world on a globe/map. 

How the oceans and seas were formed 

Is all water salty? 

What does the ocean floor look like? 

How deep are the oceans of Earth? 

Why is it difficult to explore the deep oceans? 

Are the oceans changing? 

What is the effect of climate change on the oceans? 

Connections 

Link to Autumn learning 

Link to Year 2 water topic (Autumn)  

Link to Year 3 rivers topic (Autumn)  

History unit – WW2 

 

  



 


