
  

Circle of Life Year 5 

Humans develop inside their mothers 
and are dependent on their parents 
for many years until they are old 
enough to look after themselves. 

Amphibians such as frogs are laid in 
eggs then, once hatched, go through 
many changes until they become 
an adult. 

Some animals, such as butterflies, 
go through metamorphosis to 
become an adult. 

Birds are hatched from eggs and are 
looked after by their parents until they 
are able to live independently. 

 

Key Vocabulary 
asexual reproduction: to reproduced without a 
mate. 
reproduction: the process of new living things 
being                made 
bulb: a part of a plant that stores food 
underground, can grow a new shoot 
external fertilisation: when sperm and eggs join 
outside the body 
fertilisation: when a egg and pollen (or sperm) 
join together 
gestation: when a baby animal develops inside 
its mother 
internal fertilisation: when sperm and egg join 
inside the body 
gestation: the length of pregnancy 
metamorphosis: An abrupt and obvious change 
in the structure of an animal’s body and their 
behaviour 
pollination: the transfer of pollen to a stigma to 
allow fertilisation 
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Echidnas and platypus 
are mammals but they 
lay eggs rather than 
giving birth to live 

young. 

The Ten Most Endangered 
Species (List25.com) 
 

1. Northern White 
Rhinoceros. 

2. Baiji. 
3. Mexican Wolf. 
4. Brown Spider Monkey. 
5. Siamese Crocodile. 
6. Javan Rhinoceros. 
7. Spix’s Macaw. 
8. Axolotl. 
9. Iberian Lynx. 
10. Arakan Forest Turtle 

 

Conservationist 
a person who 
advocates or acts 
for the protection 
and preservation of 
the environment 
and wildlife. 
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Some living things, such as plants, contain both the male and female sex cells. In others, such as humans, they contain either the male or female 
sex cell. 

• Pollen travels from the 
stamen of one flower to 
the stigma of another. This 
is called pollination. The 
pollen then travels down a 
tube through the style and 
fuses with an ovule 

• Some plants rely on bees 
or other insects to carry 
their pollen to other 
flowers. Some pollen floats 
on the wind. 

• Some plants, such as 

strawberry plants, 
potatoes, spider plants and 
daffodils use asexual 
reproduction to create a 

new plant. They are 
identical to the parent 
plant. 

 

 


